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Monica Zielsdorf

From: Fritschmann, Denise (MPCA) <Denise.Fritschmann@state.mn.us>
Sent: Thursday, December 29, 2022 8:55 AM
To: Karlene French; Frame, Thomas W.; 'David.McNary@hennepin.us'; 

'elliott.payne@minneapolismn.gov'; Zettler, Lee M (MDA); 'KEisen@barr.com'
Cc: Reppe, Thomas (MPCA); Grape, Timothy (MPCA)
Subject: DWORSKY BARREL/No Further Action Letter/AI 195509/12-29-2022
Attachments: MPCA No Further Action Letter-Dworsky McFarland SR386_AA.pdf

This email did not originate from Canadian Pacific. Please exercise caution with any links or attachments. 

Please see the attached No Further Action Letter dated for and sent 12/29/2022. You are listed as a recipient or cc on 
the attached document who is receiving an electronic copy via email. If you have any questions, please contact Thomas 
Reppe at Thomas.Reppe@state.mn.us. 
Thank you 
 
Denise Fritschmann | Office Administrative Specialist  
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) 
Watershed Division 
12 Civic Plaza Suite 2165| Mankato, MN | 56001 
507-344-5261 
denise.fritschmann@state.mn.us 
 

 
Our mission is to protect and improve the environment and human health 
 

 

 

NOTICE: This email (including attachments) is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. 2510-
2521. This email may be confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any retention, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. Please 
reply back to the sender that you have received this message in error, then delete it. Thank you. 
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December 29, 2022 
 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Karlene French 
Canadian Pacific Railway 
120 South 6th Street, Suite 700 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
 
RE: No Further Action Determination 

DWORSKY BARREL (aka DWORSKY/MCFARLAND) 
Saint Anthony Blvd & Hwy 47, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
MPCA Site ID: SR0000386 
Billing ID: 195509 

 
Dear Karlene French: 
 
The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) staff in the Superfund Program has been requested to 
provide a No Further Action Determination for releases identified at the DWORSKY BARREL (aka 
DWORSKY/MCFARLAND) site, located at the above-referenced address (Site). 
 
The MPCA staff has reviewed the information submitted for the Site. The Site is located on the north-
central portion of the larger railroad yard property owned by Canadian Pacific Railway (CP) or its 
predecessors, referred to as the Shoreham Yard property. The Site location is identified on Figure 1. 
 
From the mid-1920s to the mid-1950s, the Site was leased to L.D. McFarland Company, Limited, which 
operated a creosote wood-treating facility. The Site was subsequently leased to the Dworsky Barrel 
Company, which operated a barrel reconditioning and storage facility from the mid-1950s until 1990. 
Barrel reconditioning operations involved inverting steel drums and passing them through an 
incinerator to burn off any residual contents. These former lessee operations collectively resulted in 
the release of creosote-related semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs), volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), and metals to soil and groundwater at the Site. Subsequent to these operations, the Site was 
re-graded with imported soil and has been leased for the storage of intermodal containers. 
 
Initial remedial investigation of soil and groundwater was conducted at the Site between 1995 and 1997 
and identified the following contaminants exceeding applicable regulatory criteria for industrial land 
use: creosote-related SVOCs, VOCs, and Lead in soil and Naphthalene (associated with the former wood-
treating operations) and VOCs in groundwater. Elevated concentrations of Cadmium, Mercury, and 
Selenium were also detected in soil but at concentrations less than regulatory criteria. 
 
In June 1996, the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) requested additional investigation and 
corrective action be completed by CP for creosote-related SVOCs, including Naphthalene, associated 
with the former wood-treating operations at the Site. In September 1996, CP requested the MPCA’s 
review and approval of response actions to address impacts of VOCs and metals in soil, and VOCs in 
groundwater not associated with the former wood-treating operations at the Site. 
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For the purpose of this letter, the identified release of contaminants at the Site is defined by the MPCA’s 
Superfund Program as the following: Mercury in soil; Tetrachloroethylene (PCE), Trichloroethylene 
(TCE), 1,1,2-Trichloroethane (1,1,2-TCA), 1,2-Dichloroethane (1,2-DCA), Vinyl Chloride (VC), and  
1,4-Dioxane in groundwater; and PCE and TCE in soil vapor (Identified Release). 
 
This letter does not address petroleum-related compounds or agricultural chemicals identified at the 
Site associated with the former wood-treating operations. Petroleum contamination is under the 
regulatory oversight of MPCA’s Petroleum Brownfields Program. Agricultural chemical contamination 
identified at the Site is under the regulatory oversight of the MDA. 
 
Between 1996 and 2011, the MPCA and the MDA oversaw investigations at the Site to delineate the 
extent and magnitude of contaminants exceeding regulatory criteria in soil and groundwater. Applicable 
regulatory criteria for soil consisted of the MPCA's Tier II Soil Reference Values (SRV) for industrial land 
use. Applicable criteria for groundwater consisted of the Minnesota Department of Health's (MDH) 
Health Risk Limits (HRLs) or Health-Based Values (HBVs), or the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's 
Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCL). 
 
Between 2005 and 2008, as approved by the MPCA, approximately 4,050 cubic yards of soil and debris 
within the top 12 feet of the ground surface that had contaminants not associated with the former 
wood-treating operations exceeding applicable Tier II SRV for industrial land use were excavated and 
disposed of off-site, with the exception of one composite sample containing Mercury above the Tier II 
SRV. Excavation depths ranged from 4 to 12 feet below ground surface. Excavated areas were backfilled 
with clean imported soil. 
 
Between 1996 and 2011, groundwater samples were collected from several monitoring wells and 
temporary well soil borings located on and near the Site. Contaminants exceeding applicable criteria in 
shallow and intermediate depth groundwater consisted of VOCs (specifically: PCE, TCE, 1,1,2-TCA, 1,2-
DCA, and VC); 1,4-Dioxane and Naphthalene (associated with the former wood-treating operations).  
 
Although the shallow and intermediate groundwater plumes at the Site contained concentrations of 
VOCs exceeding criteria, concentrations were stable or decreasing and sourced from historic release(s). 
1,4-Dioxane was detected in one intermediate-depth well (MW01-03-I) during one event in 2006 
exceeding criterion. 1,4-Dioxane was not detected during subsequent sampling events at this location. 
1,4-Dioxane groundwater sampling has also been conducted at a separate release source location 
downgradient (southeast) of the Site on the larger Shoreham Yard property. The 1,4-Dioxane detected 
in the isolated groundwater sample at the Site does not appear to be a contributing source to the 
larger 1,4-Dioxane groundwater plume detected in wells on the southeast portion of the Shoreham 
Yard property. 
 
Because the extent of groundwater impacts exceeding regulatory criteria were limited and did not 
extend beyond the Site and groundwater was not used at the Site, monitored natural attenuation (MNA) 
was recommended and approved to manage groundwater-impacts. As demonstrated by the stability of 
the shallow and intermediate groundwater plumes, in 2012, MPCA and MDA approved discontinuation 
of the monitoring program and the sealing of the wells associated with the Site. In 2021, MPCA 
requested that CP complete soil vapor investigation at the Site to evaluate potential vapor intrusion risk 
related to the VOC impacts identified at the Site in other media. The soil vapor investigation included 
collecting soil vapor samples in the vicinity of historically elevated concentrations of VOCs in shallow 
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groundwater, and between the Site and the nearest potential vapor intrusion receptors (occupied 
buildings). 
 
CP conducted soil vapor sampling comprised of two seasonal events (March 2022 and May 2022), in 
accordance with approval from the MPCA, and in general conformance with the MPCA’s Soil Gas 
Investigation Best Management Practice document (BMP c-REM3-06e; April 2020). Ten temporary soil 
vapor sampling locations were sampled in March 2022 (the MPCA-defined heating season), and eight 
temporary soil vapor sampling locations were sampled in May 2022 (the MPCA-defined non-heating 
season). Analytical results from the soil vapor samples were less than the MPCA’s thirty-three times 
(33X) Intrusion Screening Values (ISV) for both commercial/industrial and residential use. Therefore, no 
additional soil vapor investigation activities were required by the MPCA. 
 
Based on a review of the information provided, the MPCA will not request further investigation or 
remediation of the Identified Release at the Site. Furthermore, the MPCA is issuing a determination to 
take no action under Minn. Stat. §§ 115B.01-115B.18, with respect to the Identified Release. Specifically, 
the MPCA staff will not refer the Identified Release to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for 
inclusion on the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information 
System list, to the State Site Assessment staff for preparation of a Hazard Ranking System score, or to 
the MPCA Commissioner for the placement of the Site on the Permanent List of Priorities. 
 
An Affidavit Concerning Real Property Contaminated with Hazardous Substances (Affidavit) was 
recorded with Hennepin County on May 26, 2021, as document number 10972081. The Affidavit 
describes soil and groundwater contamination remaining at the Site. 
 
This determination is subject to the following conditions and qualifications: 
 

1. This determination is based solely on the results of the soil, soil vapor, and groundwater 
investigations conducted at the Site. Due to the lack of information regarding other media, this 
letter does not address any conclusions or representations regarding the future need for further 
investigation or response actions related to other media. 
 

2. This determination is contingent upon the continued industrial use of the Site. If the Site’s use is 
changed, the change could associate the property owner with the release or threatened release 
of hazardous substances, pollutants, or contaminants and could result in a requirement for 
response actions at the Site or additional restrictions on the Site. Changes in land use can create 
new potential exposure pathways for soil or soil vapor contaminants and should be preceded by 
a concurrent evaluation of Site conditions. 
 

3. Any person(s) planning: 1) use or activity at the Site which may adversely affect the 
protectiveness of the response actions, or which has the potential to disturb contamination 
remaining at depths of below 12 feet; 2) to change the current land use, or 3) to remove 
groundwater from the area below the Site must contact MPCA and MDA prior to 
commencement of the activities. 

 
Please be advised that the determination made in this letter is subject to the disclaimers found in 
Attachment A and is contingent upon compliance with the terms and conditions set forth herein. If you 
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have any questions about the contents of this letter, please contact Tom Reppe, Project Manager, at 
651-757-2643 or by email at thomas.reppe@state.mn.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

Timothy Grape 
This document has been electronically signed. 

Timothy Grape 
Supervisor 
Superfund Unit 1 
Remediation Division 
 
TJG/TR:df 
 
Attachment 
 
cc: Tom Frame, City of Minneapolis (w/attachment) (electronic) 

Dave McNary, Hennepin County (w/attachment) (electronic) 
Elliott Payne, City Council Member, Ward 1 (w/attachment) (electronic) 
Kevin Eisen, Barr Engineering(w/attachment) (electronic) 
Lee Zettler, MDA(w/attachment) (electronic) 
 

mailto:thomas.reppe@state.mn.us


Attachment A 

Page 1 of 1 

 
Disclaimers 

DWORSKY BARREL (aka DWORSKY/MCFARLAND) 
MPCA Site ID: SR0000386 

 
1. Reservation of authorities 
 

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Commissioner reserves the authority to take any 
appropriate actions with respect to any release, threatened release, or other conditions at the Site. 
The MPCA Commissioner also reserves the authority to take such actions if the voluntary party does 
not proceed in the manner described in this letter or if actions taken or omitted by the voluntary 
party with respect to the Site contribute to any release or threatened release or create an imminent 
and substantial danger to public health and welfare. 

 
2. No MPCA assumption of liability 
 

The MPCA, its Commissioner, and staff do not assume any liability for any release, threatened 
release, or other conditions at the Site or for any actions taken or omitted by the voluntary party 
with regard to the release, threatened release, or other conditions at the Site, whether the actions 
taken or omitted are in accordance with this letter or otherwise.  

 
3. Letter based on current information 
 

All statements, conclusions, and representations in this letter are based on information known to 
the MPCA Commissioner and staff at the time this letter was issued. The MPCA Commissioner and 
staff reserve the authority to modify or rescind any such statement, conclusion, or representation 
and to take any appropriate action under the Commissioner’s authority if the MPCA Commissioner 
or staff acquires information after issuance of this letter that provides a basis for such modification 
or action. 

 
4. Disclaimer regarding use or development of the property 
 

The MPCA, it’s Commissioner, and staff do not warrant that the Site is suitable or appropriate for 
any particular use. 

 
5. Disclaimer regarding investigative or response action at the property 
 

Nothing in this letter is intended to authorize any response action under Minn. Stat. § 115B.17, 
subd. 12. 
 

6. This approval does not supplant any applicable state or local stormwater permits, ordinances, or 
other regulatory documents. 
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